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Monday, Sept. 24, the Commission for Accreditation
of Parks and Recreation Agencies, or CAPRA, awarded the Chesterfield County Parks and Recreation
Department with the prestigious CAPRA accreditation at the National Recreation and Park Association
annual conference in Indianapolis. This accreditation
is one of the highest recognitions a parks and recreation department can attain, and Chesterfield is the
first parks and recreation department in the Richmond region, 11th in the state, to earn this accreditation.
The CAPRA designation signifies Chesterfield Parks and Recreation has met all 151
standards of best practices for efficient and effective operations, while providing
enhanced services to the public.
“It’s extremely important for Chesterfield Parks and Recreation to receive this accreditation,” said Dr. James Worsley, Chesterfield Parks and Recreation director.
“Not only is it a great accolade, but it also gives us an opportunity to evaluate our

Above: (left to right) Assistant Director of Recreation Bob Smet, Director Dr James Worsley, Scheduling Specialist Ronnie
Hobson, Administrative Assistant Karen Robinson, Assistant Director of Parks Jim Perdue and Chief of Parks Planning/Design
and Construction Stuart Connock.
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PARKS AND RECREATION EARNS NATIONAL ACCREDITATION
services to see what we do
well and what we can improve upon.”
Chesterfield Parks and Recreation started the process for
the CAPRA accreditation in
2016, and in early 2018, submitted documentation to the
commission covering 151 national standards for every
facet of department operations. The standards represent industry-recognized best
practices in parks and recreation, and all segments of the
department were evaluated
against those standards. Earlier this year, three on-site
evaluators visited Chesterfield to review the standards
before making a final recommendation to the commission.
“I am extremely excited, and
even more excited for our
staff, who worked hard to
make this accreditation possible,” Worsley said. “We have
a great team who put in a lot
of hours to get us to where
we are today.”
Chesterfield joins 166 parks
and recreation agencies in
the United States who are
CAPRA accredited.
Video news release about
accreditation: https://
youtu.be/Xiq9-mLtF8s

Chesterfield County Parks and Recreation sent a staff delegation to the National Recreation and Park Association
Conference in Indianapolis the week of
Sept. 24. Staff were present at the 2018
Best of the Best ceremony to receive
the CAPRA accreditation.

Page 3

PLAY DAY RVA 2018
Friday, Sept. 21 was Play Day
RVA and Chesterfield Parks
and Recreation participated
by playing a friendly volleyball match with Henrico
County Recreation and Parks.
Play Day RVA is presented as
part of the Playful Region
initiative to keep kids, families, and communities active,
playing and
healthy.
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KYLE MIDDLETON WAY DEDICATION CEREMONY
On Friday, Sept. 21, Chesterfield County government officials honored the service and
sacrifice of Chesterfield native and Army hero by naming the road in Huguenot
Park, Kyle Middleton Way.
United States Army Corporal
William Kyle Middleton was
killed in the line of duty on
Nov. 22, 2010, while valiantly
serving his country in Kandahar Province, Afghanistan.

“We are proud to name this
road in honor of Kyle,” said
Leslie Haley, vice chair of the
Chesterfield County Board of
Supervisors, Midlothian District. “It’s a fitting memorial
both to his love of his country
and his commitment to his
military service. Young people, and their families, will
see Kyle’s name and remember him with gratitude for his
bravery.”
In addition to his service in
the U.S. Army, Middleton was
a fierce competitor on the
soccer field. He started playing at an early age, even traveling to Europe to play, and
longed to play professionally
until a knee injury sidelined

him. Following his death, a
donation was made by his
family to FC Richmond Soccer
Club to build a pavilion in his
honor at the Huguenot Park
soccer fields. His name will
now mark the road leading to
the pavilion and soccer fields.

Left: Leslie Haley, vice chair of the Chesterfield County Board of Supervisors, Midlothian District
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Eppington on the Appomattox
On Wednesday, September
19, Martha McCartney, historian and researcher shared
the history of the friendship
between Francis Eppes and
Thomas Jefferson. She discussed her new
book “Eppington on the Appomattox” at North Courthouse Road Library as part of
the Eppington 250th anniversary celebration. She is a
graduate of the College of
William and Mary and was
employed in the Virginia Research Center for Archaeology for many years as a historian and program coordinator. Since 1986, she has
worked as an independent
scholar, providing research
support to Virginia’s archaeological community and universities. As a Colonial Williamsburg Foundation consultant, she was project historian for the National Park Service’s Jamestown Archaeological Assessment. She is
the author of eleven books,
plus more than 200 published
articles and reports, and has
received six historic preservation awards. 11 attended.
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HISTORY
Architecture of Eppington
On Thursday, September 20,
William Graham, a member of
the Peer Advisory Group with
the Eppington Foundation,
presented a program on the
Architecture of Eppington at
the Ettrick -Matoaca Library
branch as part of the library
series to promote the 250th
anniversary of Eppington. He
has spent 35 years as curator
of architecture at the Colonial
Williamsburg Foundation,
and now serves as a consultant on a variety of public and
private historic building projects. He was recently appointed as an associate research scholar at the University of Maryland to oversee
building research projects for
the School of Architecture,
Planning and Preservation.
William undertakes and advises on the research, design,
administration and interpretation of traditional buildings,
archaeological sites and museums in America, the British
Caribbean, Bermuda, and
Great Britain. 14 attended.
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HISTORY
Time Travelers Weekend
Saturday and Sunday, September 22 and 23 was a free
admission weekend at regional museums throughout
the Richmond area to promote history. The Chesterfield Museum and 1892 Jail
participated in this free event
weekend. 67 visitors attended on Saturday. 54 visitors
attended on Sunday. On Saturday, a Grandparent/
Grandchild program was
offered at the Museum in
conjunction with the Time
Travelers Day with activities
ranging from candle dipping,
soap making, agriculture activities and period games.

Lafayette and the Beginning of our Nation
On Saturday, September 20, Charles Wissinger, a professional actor and Director of Operations
with Richmond Discoveries, a nonprofit providing educational and historical programming, portrayed the Marquis de Lafayette, hero of the Revolution for a presentation for children at Clover Hill Library, the last in a series of programs to promote Eppington’s 250th anniversary. Wissinger shared the history of Lafayette describing his sympathy for the American colonies fight
for freedom from England, his role in serving in the Continental Army and the challenges Lafayette faced after the war to reclaim his reputation. 20 attended.
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PARKS PLANNING/DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION
Due to the upcoming Eppington 250th anniversary event
scheduled in October, a major road repair project was
completed this week. The
access road leading from the
end of Eppes Falls Road at
the entrance gate to the
house was repaired by Alexander’s Landscape. A complete re-grade of the road
was done followed by new
stone graded and rolled in.
This project addressed many
issues with the entrance road
due to wash outs and potholes that have developed
this year with a wet spring
and summer.
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HENRICUS HISTORICAL PARK
On Saturday, September 22,
guests of Henricus enjoyed
Powhatan and colonial English comparative weaponry
and trade demonstrations
while dining on a seafood
buffet at the Indian Harvest
Feast. The event took place
on the bluff overlooking the
James River.

Henricus was honored to
host another Naturalization
Ceremony welcoming 60 of
our newest citizens on Thursday, September 26. The Honorable David J. Novak presided over the ceremony and
Elizabeth Davis Middle School
students sang the National
Anthem.

TOUCHING BASE

Page 11

TOUCHING BASE

SPORTS TOURISM
Another goal has been
scored on the sports tourism
schedule as the adidas Fall
Festival took place at River
City Sportsplex and Clover
Hill Athletic Complex September 22-23.
The adidas Fall Festival was a
boy’s and girl’s soccer event
organized and run by the
Club Champions League
(CCL), who now brings five
events to Chesterfield County
throughout the year. Similar
to the other events put on by
CCL, this past weekend's
event were CCL league
matches under the clubversus-club format, but for
the second level teams for 13
of CCL's member clubs. A local representative, FC Richmond, had 11 teams competing against other CCL club
teams from D.C., Maryland,
and Virginia. Overall, there
were 169 boys and girls soccer teams ranging from U11U17 which made for plenty of
visitors to the county. In
fact, the adidas Fall Festival combined with NASCAR weekend made this
one of the higher room
night occupancy week-

ends of the year.
A big shout out to all of
the Parks and Recreation
staff involved in getting
both River City Sportsplex
and Clover Hill Athletic
Complex playable and
presentable in a short
amount of time following
the days of
rain received
in the week
leading up to
this event.
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Chesterfield.gov/parks

www.facebook.com/chesterfieldvaparksrec

www.twitter.com/CCPRVA

National Family Health & Fitness Day is observed annually on the last Saturday in September.
National Family Health & Fitness Day USA promotes
family involvement in physical activity in support of
one of the goals of the U.S. Surgeon General’s Report on Physical Activity and Health.
#FamilyHealthAndFitnessDayUSA

